
ADVOCACY AND EDUCATION STRATEGIES TO REDUCE THE RISK OF PESTICIDE EXPOSURE OF FARMWORKERS 

ABSTRACT:

It is estimated that 10,000 – 20,000 farmworkers suffer acute pesticide poisoning each year.  Epidemiological studies also suggest that farmworkers and their children face an increased risk of birth defects, infertility and certain forms of cancer due to pesticide exposure.  Despite 50 years of federal regulation, toxic pesticides remain in use, and their used in agricultural and domestic settings is widespread. Exposures to these toxins also pose challenges to the health professionals who serve farmworker communities. 

FJF’s strategies to reduce the risk of pesticide exposure to farmworkers include both administrative and legislative advocacy, and education and training.  FJF’s Project Clean Environment for Healthy Kids aims to bring environmental health education to both health professionals and community residents on both sides of the US-Mexico border. The Project has two primary components:  First, it is educating hundreds of border health professionals concerning the recognition and management of acute and chronic health problems related to pesticide exposure.  Second, it has trained lay health educators to educate their communities about the risks of pesticide exposure and practical preventive strategies.  Virginia Ruiz will discuss lessons learned from FJF’s environmental health project and share results of its analysis of the environmental health needs assessment conducted for the project. 

As a national advocate for farmworker health and safety, FJF has been highly involved in the EPA’s risk assessment of pesticides, as required under the Food Quality Protection Act (FQPA), and is closely following the debate around pesticide regulatory measures Congress may include in the 2002 Farm Bill.  Shelley Davis will discuss FJF’s current advocacy efforts and opportunities for health professionals, scientists and advocates to participate in the national pesticide regulatory process. 
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